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One of the greatest adventures
anyone will ever have is the chance to
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walk in another's shoes to see how
and why they live the way they do.
That is why we encourage our

students to Go Global. The
opportunity to experience living in

My name is Jonathan Hammond and | teach third year students on Thursdh
mornings. | usually teach young adults so teaching junior high students is a
refreshing change. The students at KGM are generally enthusiastic about
_learning English with some really talented students ( as well as a few native
speakers ). So the environment is good for all students to prepare

I global future. Recently students have been giving short
presentations; | know public speaking is scary sometimes, but the students
are gaining confidence in this important skill. )

Jonathan Hammond

My name is Sean Patterson, originally from
Hamilton, Ontario. | love reading a great deal and
| enjoy writing short stories and poems. | hope to
one day write a novel. | like to spend time with my
young son and my German Shepherd.

| have been teaching English in Japan for more
than fifteen years. | enjoy teaching English and |
hope that | have helped a lot of people realize
their goal of gaining English as an additional
language.

| am convinced that anyone can learn almost
anything if they actually want to do it. It is my
great pleasure to be at KGM now and to help my
many motivated students realize their immense
potential.

This is my second year here at Kanto Gakuin and |
teach mostly junior high school students. | really
enjoy seeing the students asking questions and trying
to use new English words they've learned in class.
When they get better they can try their skills in the
English Lounge!

Hershel Peppers

Sean Patterson

Stephen E. Ray

another country and culture is unique.

"Hi! I'm Patri. I'm from Madrid, Spain, and | really
enjoy teaching at KGM! Not only because the
students are eager to learn English from native
speakers, but also, because we can both share
our culture and experience, and students can learn
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The English Lounge is a place where students can
use English naturally, discussing a myriad of topics
and interests. With each day dedicated to a certain
grade or level, all students can participate and
become acclimated to conversational English
appropriate to their abilities.

As a conversation partner, my goal is to increase
students” ability in “spontaneous language” . | want
students to be able to agree and disagree with
others, talk about their feelings, talk about their
personal experiences, describe people, places and
things and be able to talk about problems and
solutions. | am more concerned with what they have
to say than with how they say it. By de-emphasizing
grammar and encouraging them to make mistakes
and learn from them, | hope that students will see
that English is not “difficult’ It's all about being positive
about a new learning opportunity.

On Saturdays, | really look forward to the English
Lounge. On that day, the room is open to all grades

and levels. We watch movies, play games and do
different activities that all students can enjoy. | think
our students are getting more confident in their
English by the day as they realize how fun it can be.
— Sean Patterson

When | first came to this school | was shown the
English Lounge. With its bright, stimulating interior
and spacious windows opening out to the school's
picturesque courtyard, it is an ideal space for the
exchange of ideas and relaxing conversation,
whether the topic of the day is the changing seasons
or the latest news and trends. It is a place where
students can meet, have lunch and practice their
skills with native speakers as well as with each other.
In the English Lounge, we at KGM hope that visitors
can stretch their minds and imagine places and
cultures both near and far, familiar and foreign.

While most classes are taught in a formal setting, the
atmosphere in the English Lounge is one that aims to

transport people to a zone of mutual respect,
regardless of ability, age, grade, gender or
nationality. All that we ask is that when you open the
door and decide to drop in, you make your best effort
to communicate in English and be welcoming,
gracious and understanding to the others - because
you are always “Welcome!”

— Jamie Rumble
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Jamie Rumble My name is Saara Tuomisto and | live in Helsinki, Finland. | stayed in this school

as an exchange student the first of September 2014. At first | did not speak very
good Japanese and was a little bit worried if | would be able to make any friends. |
soon came to realize how nice everyone in this school was and made many good
friends who | will never forget. | also joined the volleyball club to keep myself busy.

Japan and Finland are far away from each other and have very different cultures.
During my stay in Japan, | experienced and learned many things. By studying and
with the help of the people around me, | became able to communicate easily using
only Japanese. | also think this exchange year helped me develop as a person. |
am now much more outgoing and won’ t be afraid of trying new things. | really
came to love Japan and its people and its culture. | have made so many good
friends and memories that | can happily say that Japan feels like a second home to
me. | will never forget the time | spent here in Japan.

Thank you everyone!

I'm Jamie Rumble and my hometown is Toronto, Canada. | don't know if any of you have\
ever been to Toronto so if you haven't let me tell you a bit about growing up there. Toronto

is one of the most culturally diverse cities in the world. Walking the hallways of my high
school, it was common to hear English spoken with thick accents. Many of my friends
were from different parts of the world; places like Israel, Jamaica, Morocco, ltaly, Iran,
China, Thailand, France, Germany, Russia- the list goes on and on.

My own family is also one of a mix of cultures with my father coming from Holland when he
was a boy to the promise of a better life in the New World. He spoke no English when he
first came and neither did his parents. | hope my students at KGM can also realize that like

my father, and like myself coming to Japan for a new life in 1999, dreams can become
reality through constant, steady effort and an indomitable, positive attitude. )
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Patricia Atienza Tendero — Saara
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My Fantastic Trip To Australia
Last term, | went to Melbourne in Australia for a
school trip.
Why | wanted to go Australia is because | wanted
to experience the school life and another country's
culture. But | was nervous before | went to
Australia. Especially | was very worried whether |
could make friends, but almost all Australians were
kind and friendly so | didn’ t feel nervous that much
when | arrived. The Balcombe Grammar school
has lots of school events so | sort of feel like the
gap between them has been bridged. | had many
mirthful experiences for example, had a lunch on a
grass, | participated in swim meet of the school. |
belonged to the volleyball team and many other
things. Everything felt fresh and so interesting!
There were three people in my host family and |
think | had a great host family. They always helped
me and gave me good advice.
| had a host sister of two years old; she is so cute
and like a real sister.
| learned so much in Australia. Even though it was
not all fun, this experience will be a big help for me.
| will not forget this experience and I' d like to go to
Australia again.
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