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Are you interested in English?
| am interested in it. However,
(® My parents cannot speak English at all.
@ | have never lived in a foreign country.
@ | have never attended any English
conversation school.
I think that it is most important to be interested in
English first.
Then let me tell you about my dream. Actually I'm
not sure about the future yet, but | am thinking of
going to a foreign university to study English. It
was not that | liked English until 8th grade. In my
junior high school, we read aloud from a textbook
in front of our classmates in every English class.
To present well, | practiced at home, even when |
was in the ladies room. (lol) | was practicing it so
much, it was like a spell.
Finally, | could show the fruits of my labor. Then
many people praised me. | was very glad to be
praised by my classmates and teachers. At that
time, | thought that | should practice English more!
This was the opportunity that | fell in love with
English!
After that | took part in a variety of English events,
for example, English camp, homestay to LA,
speech contest and so on. Especially, the speech
contest was a wonderful experience to brush up
my English!! | participated in an English speech
contest as a representative of my school when |
was a third year student in junior high school. The
representative was elected from candidates
through a preliminary contest. | was interested in
English and wanted to be able to speak English
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fluently, so | thought the more challenging this
contest is the bigger chance to brush up my
English. | had to pass a test to be a
representative. The test was reading a script.
Fortunately, | was elected. It was hard work to
prepare for the final competition. At first, | made
my script in English by myself. My teachers
guided me at some points, such as pronunciation,
accent, speed, expression and body language,
among others. On a basis of these points, |
practiced many and many times, even after
school. | realized that it’s really hard work to
become a representative. It was beyond my
imagination. In the end, | was satisfied with my
result. | got no medal, but | got a wonderful
experience instead. Since that time, I'm no longer
afraid of making any mistakes when | speak
English. This experience strengthened my feelings
for English.

| heard that foreign universities have so many
choices of majors. Therefore, | think I'll be able to
find the perfect choice to me. Not wasting my
efforts so far, | want to get a job using English in
the future.

| want to be a person who can be active in the
world, not only in Japan. | think it is hard work to
study abroad, but Il do my best!

Also, my study in Canada was a wonderful
experience for me. We cannot speak English well
because Japanese have little opportunity to use
English. If you want to brush up your English, you
have to communicate with many people who
speak English, not only be a tourist. Don't be shy.

Don't be negative. You don't have to be afraid of
making any mistakes. You can learn a lot of things
by communicating with them. Of course
everything was not perfect in Canada. | had some
trouble there, but | tried to cope with it.

In addition, | made a lot of foreign friends there.
Then | had many conversations with them. Also
we had some tours of the companies named
“Knife wear” & “JACOS*" and university of
Calgary. They are pretty different from those of
Japan. We had some questions there and | was
able to learn a lot of things from them.

These experiences in Canada strengthened my
desire to improve my English.

(5 £ 3 #2 Kana Matsuno)
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This is about my experience studying abroad in
Canada, Victoria.

We went to Victoria by ship. Actually, our first plan
to go there was by plane. But because of slowness
of movement, (we got a long time loss for the
security.) we couldn’t get on the train on time.
Getting past some trouble, we finally made it to the
place where we were going to stay.

The stay was two weeks. The first day of the
program was camping for one night. Since we
were exhausted, we thought the trip was not a
good choice for us, but it is a program, so we
cannot do what we want to do. We went there by
school bus. However, the place was very beautiful
and had a clear lake.

Also, the 2nd week on the weekend, we went to
Tofino which has a light blue ocean and white
sand. We surfed there. It was the first time to surf
in my whole life, so | felt a bit scared but at the
same time, | felt excited!

Not only did we have fun but also we studied
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English and other subjects there. As you know, the
main subject we leaned was English of course, but
we also learned technology, music, history about
old Chinatown in Victoria, and went to clean the
beach (day service).

Chinatown in Victoria is one of the oldest
Chinatowns in the world. Our guide explained to us
about a lot of historical events and the things we
saw and told us about the delicious food we
should have.

From this program, what did | absorb? What did |
learn? | learned the characteristics of many people
from many countries. Every single person is not
the same. Also, | realized that Japanese need
more confidence in ourselves. When | was taking a
class, many foreign student were very lively, fresh.
| thought that they really want to share their own
ideas. Moreover, they do not worry about others
For me, Japanese tend to keep opinions in our
minds. | agree with this conception, but we are
now in internationalization, ‘We need to train
ourselves to cooperate with world countries,

As a Canadian, | am very happy that our students
had such great experiences on the Canada
Summer Study Tour. | was sure that they would
find Calgary, Alberta and Victoria, British Columbia
to be beautiful and exciting places to study.
However, as their stay was almost 3 weeks in
home-stays and dormitories with other students, |
wondered if they would have any problems. But
from what | have learned, the problems that they
did experience were "good problems". That is, by
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especially big nations.’ This means that we should
learn other languages such as English.

| really know that studying a new language is very
hard, but lets try, let’s feel, and lets use. ‘Do not
study English as a duty. Try to feel and study as a
magical way to join to new sights and new
destinations.

That's all for me. Thank you.

(4 £ 548 Takumi Sugiyama)

struggling to communicate with English, learning
how to get around by themselves, trying to
overcome their shyness and becoming more
assertive, they were able to grow as people and
understand the strength that they have inside
them. | hope that their experience in Canada will
stay with them their whole lives and that their
interest in global cultures will lead them all over the
world!

(5I=#% & Sean Patterson)
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